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In my community, the dominant acts of crime are the petty theft cases such as a bicycle getting stolen, children getting bullied by their peers and some youths selling drugs such as bang. However, less then often, serious and high-end criminal activities occur in the neighborhood, for example, someone being shot, kidnapping, among others. While the activities that the community brand as petty do not attract serious implications, any time these “big” crimes occur, devastating effects on our social and economic life follow. Fear grows among the residents and mistrust arises among neighbors to the point of causing some members of the community to relocate. 
As a precaution for kidnapping, I have seen people carry pepper spray around while night jogging is discouraged. Women are the most affected and are encouraged to have some male company around to reduce the effect of fear. Businesses get affected especially those that are near the crime scenes. For instance, when some shooting occurred in the local groceries store, the days that followed presented a marked decrease in the number of customers visiting the store; the shops around also felt the impact while they were obliged to close early as they feared the repeat of the shooting. From my observations, all these events following a crime are due to the emotions that they elicit; the local government and the police become more vigilant and alert only to lax after things have calmed down and people have forgotten about the criminal activities.
According to statistical data from the CityRating .com, the criminal activities that are rampant in Jacksonville are aggravated assault, arson, burglary, larceny, and theft. The overall safety is low with a crime index of 5.6/10. The violent and property crime rates are rated above the national average rates while it does not appear in the list of the best places to live in the U.S. Data also indicates that the community is the most crime-prone area one can live in Florida. This has affected the occupancy and growth rate as outside investors are cagey about starting businesses or buying retirement homes in the area. As a result, a significant percentage of the residents in the community are natives of the region; few people are willing to relocate to the region. These statistics support my observation about the effect of crime in the community; business is affected while people relocate to other regions, as they feel threatened.
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